
GCP upstate 
 
The United States – Canada Greenhouse-Grown Plant Certification Program, aka the GCP is mid-way 
through its roll out period, with full implementation expected by December 2020. 
 
The GCP will replace the legacy Canadian Greenhouse Certification Program for shipment of greenhouse 
grown plants under a facility-applied export certification label in lieu of a CFIA issues phytosanitary 
certificate. 
 
The GCP is a systems approach, meaning multiple phytosanitary risk management measures are applied 
to ensure that regulated pests are not spread via GCP certified plants. 
 
The GCP is designed for Canada and US origin plants, as well as offshore plants that can meet the 
phytosanitary import requirements of both Canada and the United States. Growers used a standardized 
template to prepare a pest management plan for their facility. If there are regulated pests present in the 
area where the facility is located, the facility will prepare and implement pest modules that detail how 
the facility will prevent the spread of the specific regulated pest. Not all plants grown at the facility have 
to be eligible to be shipped to the United States, but all plants and origins have to be taken into 
consideration when the pest management plan is designed. 
 
The GCP is audited by CFIA and facilities with a history of full compliance with the GCP are audited a 
minimum of two times per year.  
 
The USDA Plants for Planting Manual indicates that GCP plants do not routinely require examination at a 
USDA Plant Inspection Station. 
 
Nurseries that include a greenhouse operation can consider the GCP for their greenhouse grown plants 
and there is the possibility that plants requiring a period of outdoor growth during their production cycle 
may also be shipped under the GCP. Facilities do not have to ship directly to the United States to 
participate in the GCP. Facilities may participate in the GCP to produce plants that are ready for export 
by other GCP facilities. 
 
Information on the GCP may be found on the CFIA Horticulture webpage 
athttps://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/horticulture/exports/eng/1300383870830/1300383922268 or 
by contacting your local CFIA office 
 
Flowers Canada Growers offers a GCP industry training program 
https://www.flowerscanadagrowers.com/resources-and-media/gcp  
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