
Summary of PAS Certification - Stepwise Process 
 

Trigger for program entry: Do you purchase PCP registered product labelled for greenhouse use, for use in a 
greenhouse, warehouse, or container farm? The following exclusions apply: high tunnels, cold frames, 
government facilities, academic research facilities. See Bulletin 1 for further clarity. 

YES – Continue to Step 1 NO – No action required. 

Step 1: Determine which category your operations is: 

Category 1 - Closed-loop recirculation systems where 
any excess liquid is captured via trough, drainage tile, or 
other similar conveyance system, rather than allowed to 
percolate into the ground. 

Category 2 - Open irrigation systems where excess 
liquid is not captured.  Warehouse production 
structures & freight container growing operations 
with no subterranean plumbing. 

Step 2: Register with AWSA: Register each different location (address/land location) and select your 
category - example 

Category 1 Operation – Closed Loop Systems Category 2 Operation – Open Systems 

Step 3: Initial Communication from AWSA 

i. Upon successful registration, the website will display 
a confirmation. 

ii. You will receive an email confirmation. 
iii. Information package will be sent via email within 24 

hours containing: 
1. Introductory email 
2. Welcome letter 
3. Temporary certificate 

iv. Your auditor will contact you to plan your audit. 

i. Upon successful registration, the website will 
display a confirmation. 

ii. You will receive an email confirmation. 
 
 

Step 4: Certification pathway Step 4: Declaration 

Choose your level of certification: 
i. Basic Certification - 4 mandatory protocols focused on 

ensuring the integrity of the recirculation system. 
Minimum requirement. 

ii. Certificate of Excellence - 4 mandatory protocols, and a 
series of recommended health and safety protocols. 

i. Click the “Registration link” in the email you 
received which will take you a website to 
complete your declaration. 

ii. Check the box agreeing to the terms of the 
declaration. 

iii. The website will display a confirmation 

Step 5: Water assessment Step 5: Documentation 

Review the water assessment process and protocols and 
plan a course of action. The water assessment can be 
done before, during or after the rest of the certification.  

You will receive your waiver via email. All of the 
above steps should happen instantaneously. 

Step 6: Documentation  

Complete all protocols under your chosen certification 
pathway by June 30, 2024 in order to receive certification. 

 

Please contact AWSA if there are any issues with this process.  General Email Inquiries, AWSA Manager 

 

  

https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/PAS-Bulletin-1.2023.pdf
https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/1.-PAS-Manual-Basic-Certification-1.2024.pdf#page=4
https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/1.-PAS-Manual-Basic-Certification-1.2024.pdf#page=4
https://awsa.ca/protected-agriculture-stewardship-standards/register/
https://awsa.ca/protected-agriculture-stewardship-standards/resources/#:~:text=Category%201%20Resources-,Basic%20Certification,-Manual
https://awsa.ca/protected-agriculture-stewardship-standards/resources/#:~:text=Certification%20of%20Excellence
mailto:PAS.NGAP@croplife.ca
mailto:manager@awsa.ca


Category 1 
Step 2: Registration 
Fill in company details and pick category. 

 

 

Step 3: Confirmation  
Confirmation of registration will be displayed: 

 



Email will be sent confirming registration.  

 

 

Information package will be sent via email within 24 hours containing: 

Introductory email 

 

  



Welcome letter:  
The welcome letter contains your certificate #, your auditor’s contacts details and a description of available 

resources.  

 

https://awsa.ca/protected-agriculture-stewardship-standards/resources/#:~:text=Category%201%20Resources


 

  



Temporary certificate 
Your temporary certificate can be used to facilitate the sale of products.  

 

 

  



Step 4: Certification Pathway 
Operators should choose which level of certification they wish to purse: 

Basic Certification: Completion of four mandatory protocols (Section C) focused on ensuring the integrity of 

the recirculation system, required for certification under the program. The protocols provide assurances to 

prevent unintended loss of product to the environment, in alignment with current label requirements. The four 

protocols are listed below and full details can be found in the abbreviated Basic Standard manual.  

• C1. Water Management Assessment (Physical Test)  

• C2. Chemigation System Monitoring (Documentation) 

• C3. Chemigation System Maintenance (Documentation) 

• C4. Spill Response Plan (Documentation) 

 

Certificate of Excellence: Completion of a series of health and safety protocols in addition to the four 

mandatory protocols highlighted above. These additional protocols represent industry best practices and, in 

some instances, are legal requirements. We encourage all growers to review these additional protocols and 

consider participating in the COE component as a demonstration of your commitment to workplace and 

environmental stewardship excellence. The additional protocols are listed below and full details can be found in 

the Protected Agricultural Stewardship Standards manual: 

 

A: PESTICIDE HANDLING, STORAGE & TRAINING 

• A1. Pesticide Flow Chart 

• A2. Signage  

• A3. Emergency Equipment 

• A4. Employee Training  

• A5. Storage  

• A6. Pesticide Containers 

• A7. Safety Data Sheets 

• A8. Storage Area 

• A9. Mixing/Loading Area(s) for Drench 

Application 

• A10. Mixing/Loading Area(s) for Foliar 

Application 

B: PESTICIDE APPLICATION 

• B1. Pesticide Application Documentation  

• B2. Provincial Certification  

• B3. Personal Protection Equipment  

• B4. Safe Operating Procedures 

D: SITE MANAGEMENT 

• D1. Emergency Equipment Maintenance 

• D2. Handling Procedures for Hazardous 

Waste  

• D3. Accident & Incident Procedures 

E: EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

• E1. Emergency Response Plan 

• E2. Emergency Drills 

 

Additional resources for any of the protocols can be found in the Compliance Assistance Manual.  

Templates for many of the protocols can be found here: Basic templates and COE templates.  

 

Step 5: Water Assessment  
Plan your water assessment. The water assessment is a physical validation of your recirculation that ensures it 

is sealed. There are several factors to consider when planning your assessment: 

1. Will you do the assessment yourself with the attestation of a neutral third-party, or will you contract a 

qualified person? 

2. If you do the test yourself, the neutral third party must attest to the process.   

https://awsa.ca/protected-agriculture-stewardship-standards/resources/#:~:text=Category%201%20Resources-,Basic%20Certification,-Manual
https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/1.-PAS-Manual-Basic-Certification-1.2024.pdf
https://awsa.ca/protected-agriculture-stewardship-standards/resources/#:~:text=Certification%20of%20Excellence
https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2.-PAS-Manual-01.2024.pdf
https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/3.-CAM-1.1.2024.pdf
https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Templates-C2-C4.zip
http://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/3.-CAM-templates-English.zip
https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/C1-Water-Assessment-Manual-1.2024.pdf#page=4
https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/C1-declaration-06.2023.pdf


3. What method works best for your facility? A number of options are protocol in the C1 protocol manual for 

consideration. You can use one or more of these methods to test your system or propose a new 

methodology.  

Document the process and findings from your assessment. These should be presented with the Operator 

Information Summary and Infrastructure Summary as part of your report.  

Templates for the water assessment process can be found here.  

 

Step 6: Documentation  
Upon completion of all the protocols under your chosen certification pathway, you will receive your permanent 

Certificate of Compliance. 

  

Certificate of Compliance

In accordance with the terms of your application, this certificate confirms that

123 Greenhouses Limited

for its operation located at  771 Concession 9 Newtown ON N0N 1N0

has met, at the date of this certificate, the requirements of the AWSA Protected Agriculture  

Stewardship Standards, based on the results of an independent audit conducted in respect to the  

above facility.

September 25th 2023 December 31st 2025

Effective Date Expiry Date

September 25th 2023

ChairmanDate

No. A456789

SAMPLE FULL CERTIFICATE

https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/C1-Water-Assessment-Manual-1.2024.pdf
https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/C1-Water-Assessment-Manual-1.2024.pdf#page=10
https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/C1-Water-Assessment-Manual-1.2024.pdf#page=10
https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/C1-Water-Assessment-Manual-1.2024.pdf#page=12
https://awsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/C1-Appendices-and-Templates.zip


Category 2 
Step 2: Registration 
Fill in company details and pick category. 

 

 

Step 3: Confirmation 
Confirmation of registration will be displayed: 

 

 

 



Email will be sent confirming registration. Click the registration link to continue.  

 

 

Step 4: Declartion  
You will be directed to a website to complete the declaration.  

 

 



 

You will receive website confirmation: 

 

 

Step 5: Documentation 
You will receive your waiver via email.  

 


